The ‘Nelson Boschman
Trio’ held a CD release
concert on behalf of
Communitas Supportive
Care Society in
Vancouver and
Abbotsford September™
and & respectively. The
Trio’'s new CD is called
“keeping time, vol.2:
sounding the liturgical
year through jazz”. As
with the trio’s first CD,
“keeping time, vol. 1",
this recording is a
collection that follows the
seasons of the Christian
calendar.

improvise. Nelson
informed me that, “Itis a
common

misunderstanding that
Jazz has no structure.
While there is
spontaneity in jazz, it
exists within a
carefully constructed
harmonic
progression.”

relationship with ‘keeping
time vol. 2'. It is about his
life story; it is a story of
God in
history. The
album is
about faith.
It is about
experience,
and moving
beyond the
constraints
of our lives
into the
freedom of our own
creative expression.
Nelson has discovered
that when passionate
people strive to find the
good in others, a door
opens for limitless
possibilities. In the short
time | spoke with him,

So how does Jazz relate to Nelson'’s stories of

the message of Christ?

Nelson chose the theme Nelson echoes a passage

of the Christian calendar i the Epistle of James

because it is a story of that speaks of the law of
God's presence on earth - Christ as the “perfect law
a story he compares to the  that gives freedom”

quality of Jazz music. In

(James 1:25). Like Jazz,

partnership with various
artists and community
groups proved how much
value he attributes to
other people’s gifts.
Talking to Nelson makes
a person feel larger than

Jazz, improvisationisa  the message of Christ has life; his lifestyle enables
key component that when  freedom at its core. Itis  one to see that people can
coupled with structure this freedom that leads us truly live out their innate
gives Jazz its distinctive o the harmonic structure  creativity. ~ Peter Kent

style. In essence, the of the Gospel and urges
harmonic makeup of Jazz  ys to practically live out

provides its musicians God’s love.

with the freedom to Nelson has a personal
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This year;s AGM will be held on
November 16th, 2007 at Bakerview

MB Church. | eagerly look forward to
sharing our new name and logo with
you, an d especially the exciting and
challenging stories about the people we
serve. Please join us for this night of
celebration and thanksgiving.

With the organization now serving
hundreds of people in various
communities throughout BC, | continue
to marvel at God’s leading in this
ministry. The growth of services has
exceeded far beyond what any of us
imagined in the early days. | express
my sincere thanks to the Board of
Directors, the Leadership Team and the
400 plus staff and volunteers who work
together to create an environment of
care and support. | am also deeply
grateful to our provincial government
for the financial support and the
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confidence they have placed in us. We
do not take this for granted.

As we discern God's ongoing call in
this ministry, we are becoming
increasingly aware of partnership
opportunities. For example, Joy
Fellowship and the Parent Support
Group (both organizations in
Vancouver), have recently asked to
partner with Communitas. We are
collaborating with Mission Native
Housing Society to jointly support
people with Fetal Alcohol

Spectrum Disorder, and are

learning from the Florence Centre

in Zaporozhe, Ukraine. The

Florence Centre is a community
development partner that seeks to
educate families and professionals in
the Ukraine as their country transitions
from a totalitarian to a civil society.

We hold ourselves accountable to you,
our church constituency, and covet
your prayer and financial support. With
great respect and appreciation, we
acknowledge that our history is
grounded in Anabaptist theology. In the
long-standing tradition of MCC we
submit our service to humankind in the
name of Christ.

%

The idea to “Celebrate God'’s Love in
Communitas” triggers a variety of
images for me. In these five words, |
can imagine our five senses. | recall a
story from one of Philip Yancey's
books, in which a person is described
as arriving at a medical clinic for lepers
near Calcutta and was diagnosed as
having none of his senses
functioning. | cannot imagine what
that would be like. The folks at the
clinic invited him in and sought to
show God’s love by offering care.

| reflect back on the beginnings of
our own story and remember
reading of a number of families

places while being concerned about
who would care for their less-abled
children. The idea of releasing them
into institutions was not foremost in
their minds so they began to converse
and pray with each other seeking
direction.

| believe God is
calling us to
continue in
conversation with
Him to discern how
best to build
community in the
name of Christ. |

Pencil Artwork reprinted by permission of Martha

. . . . Perske from PERSKE: PENCIL PORTRAITS 1971-
who were aging in their respective 1990 (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998).

sincerely hope you will participate with
us along the way as you have done in
the past.

Please pray with us that the folks who
have been called to provide leadership,
their circles of support and all the
friends they serve will continue to
grow, learn and celebrate God's Love
in community.
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Communitas. Our new name. But
what'’s in a name? We have compared
it to the word, “community.” We need
to distinguish, however, that
“community” can refer to the
experience of a close relationship or it
can refer to an area of common living -
like a town or city. The word
“communitas” refers to a relationship
that has depth to the point of having a
sacred or holy quality about it.
Communitas is not just a trendy way of
describing community; it represents the
breakthrough of structure and
institutionalized relationships.

Communitas is a word that describes
much of what our organization is
committed to working towards - from
the support we gave people in their
move out of institutions, to the
commitment we have made to creating
an environment that provides healing
and fosters growth.

Richard Rohr, the Christian spiritual
leader, prefers to substitute the word
“communitas” for the word “church,”
recognizing that the word “church” is
as much a reference to a place or
building as it is a reference to an

experience of sacred relationship.
Communitas refers to the experience,
regardless of place. We read in Acts 2
that believers “had all things in
common...and partook of food with
glad and generous hearts.” This was an
experience of “communitas.”

Victor Turner talks of how
“communitas” breaks

through in the

interstices (gaps) of

structure, at the

edges, on the

margins, from

beneath orin

inferiority. The

Canadian poet,

Leonard Cohen, says

“There is a crack in

everything, that's

how the light gets in.”

One of the messages

of the gospel is that “in weakness,
there is strength.” We see the
miracle of healing relationships
taking place in community-based
group homes, in peer support circles, in
our respite families and in innovative
employment and housing initiatives.
When we begin to put more emphasis

on asking how we can nurture the well
being and growth of the people we
serve rather than getting them to
comply with the demands of a program,
we become open to experiencing
“communitas.”

N+,
( 1% 0



*
)"+

0*" 1&

The primary goal of our organization's thankful for the many contract
fiscal focus is to efficiently and we have with agents of our
expeditiously enable and enrich the  provincial government, which
ministry of Communitas. To provide epaples us to provide services
services to people, we need to have  many of the people we suppo
capital and operational resources. Our current realities, and our
Greater resources allow for greater  proposed budget, see an annl
ministry. income of about $14 million
from such contract (out of a
total budget of just over $15.8
million).

Our theme for this year's Annual
General Meeting is “Celebrating God’s
Love in Communitas”. How do we see

God’s love expressed in the fiscal sideThe mandate of Communitas
of the ledger? Let me begin to count jnyites us to build community

the ways, naming some of the blessingge name of Christ. We praisq
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Income

Government Contract Income
Client Contribution

Fees

Donations

CD's, Dessert Event

Rent

Sales

Interest

of God. God for the call to minister in

Subtotal:

God’'s name. Please continu

Modernization & Improvement

| begin with people. Our ministry is to'pray with us that we would be

Income Total:

with, and for people. Our ministers areyfricient and effective in our U
people. We have 400+ people on our of the resources we have bee
team, and God has gifted Communitasy o< with - sharing and
with their love. Fiscally, these people
are responsible for finance related
elements in their portion of the
ministry. As we all take wholesome
responsibility for our own areas of
participation, the organization as a
whole is enriched.

celebrating God’s love with th
people we are invited to supp
and serve.

We have wonderful resources in the
accounting department of our
organization in Jane Andres, our
Accountant, and her team. This too, is
a blessing of God to us. We are also
thankful for Justina Penner, our Human
Resources Director, and her team, for
bringing together all of the ministry
people on our staff.

The gift of finances is a blessing. We
are thankful for the various donations
we have received, for the various

Expenditures
Advertising
Amortization

Bad debts (recoveries)
Fees & Services

Food

CD's, Dessert Event
Health Supplies
Insurance

Education & Recreation
Mortgage Principal/Interest
Salaries

Program Costs
Property Taxes
Repairs & Maintenance
Rent

Respite Care
Replacement Reserves
Staff Development
Supplies
Transportation

Utilities

events where people have supported us,

Subtotal:

and for Gabija Zaikauskaite-Enns, our

Modernization & Improvmt

Donor Relations Coordinator. We are

Expenses Sub-total:

Percentage
of the
budget

88.6%
7.2%
1.3%
0.3%
0.6%
0.2%
1.5%
0.2%

0.2%
$ 15,867,774.24

0.1%
1.3%
0.0%
0.4%
2.6%
0.2%
0.8%
0.3%
0.5%
0.4%
79.5%
0.3%
0.4%
0.9%
3.4%
2.2%
0.4%
0.7%
2.0%
2.1%
1.4%

0.2%
$ 15,867,774.24




MCC Supportive Care Services
Extraordinary General Meeting Minutes
2776 Bourquin Crescent West, Abbotsford, BC
Held June 9, 2007

Meeting called to order byKen Kehler (Society Chair) at 9:00 a.m.
The opening prayer is followed by introductionsadifpresent.

Presentation by Steve Thiessen (CEQO) coveringititdiphts of the organization. The presentatiogibgs with the history of
MCC and of this organization. Assisting commentsienay Marlyce Friesen on the vision of the foundagilies. He gives
further details about the growth and the currere fireas of work. Leadership team members, Eul§iassen, Peter Andres,
Justina Penner and staff member Anne White prawitgkeesting additional comments and informationwlibe work of the
organization. To complete the background inforovatin the current organization, Steve presentslaetahe role of the four
chapters that function in the major areas of BGidetthe Fraser Valley. He ends his presentatitina review of the
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

A devotional follows led by Andrew Dyck who spealtsout the word “Communitas” and its meaning aslétes to sharing,
equality, and liminality.

Following a brief break the meeting is open forcdission.

Steve elaborates on the components of a namespsdffied in Societies Act. He gives further comimen the process
involving the selection of each part of the progbeew name.

The following special resolution is moved by Dickdébrand seconded by Marlyce Friesen:

Whereas we are grateful to God for the vision efplarents of children with mental and physical hiigées to
seek out leaders to establish a caring ministry;

And whereas we are grateful to God for leaders wderd and responded to the parents of children méhtal
and physical disabilities and established a comtyuhat advocated for their needs;

And whereas we are grateful to Mennonite Centrah@ittee (BC) for supporting this vision to work ward
the name Mennonite Central Committee SupportivesGarvices Society;

And whereas we as a constituency wish to proceddrumnew name.

Be it resolved that the Society name be changed fMennonite Central Committee Supportive Care $ewi
to COMMUNITAS SUPPORTIVE CARE SOCIETY.
Motion Carried

Staff and Board members are thanked for the eremgyhard work that was done to bring about thisigka It is also felt that
ways must now be found to establish our own conmeetith our constituency churches. Staff pregeptoposal for the logo
and it is agreed that further input will be needed.

Eugene leads with the benediction and Andrew Dyog&es with a prayer.

Meeting adjourns at 10:45 a.m.
Minutes recorded by: Henry Wiens, Secretary.
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On behalf of all the people of Communitas,
| invite you to our
Annual General Meeting
Bakerview MB church
2285 Clearbrook Rd., Abbotsford
Friday, November 16th, at 6:00 pm.

Our time together will feature a World Cafe settingwith stories, interviews, dance
and music presented by the people of Communitas.

6:00 Registration

6:30 Welcome, Introductions and mealddmffet)

7:15 World Cafe setting: stories, intews, dance and music
8:15 Financial Reports and elections

8:45 Memorial Tributes

9:00 Closing

MCC Supportive Care Services
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Minutes
Friday, November 17, 2006
Willingdon Mennonite Brethren Church

Theme: “Living in New Ways”

1. Welcome and opening comments - Ken Keh chair.

Introductions are made and appreciation is expdegsall who have come out. The Chair advisesttimBoard had hoped
to be able to announce a new name at this meetihepira time is needed to reach a consensus tatesghat the Board and
leadership team members will be discerning a newenand logo with a plan to call an extraordinaretirgy of the
constituency for input and recommendation for thalfchoice of name and logo. This will be presdnb the next AGM

for formal approval.

AGM Business

2. Minutes.

The secretary gives highlights of the minutes effttovember 4, 2005 AGM.

M/S/C that the minutes of the November 4, 2005 medat be accepted as presented.



3. Nominations.

Terms of Directors Ken Kehler and James Janzen &gvieed. Meeting affirms their appointment foruather 3-year term.
There are no Board members retiring this year.

4. Financial Statements.

Gene Klassen begins by reading the highlights eftiditor's report letter that declares that tlaeshents present the financial
position fairly for the year just ended. He furtheviews the operating and balance sheet higHdightis reported that the year
end surplus has been designated to be applieddawats of vehicle upgrading.

M/S/C that financial statements for fiscal year enthg August 31, 2006 be accepted as presented.

Gene further gives details of the proposed budgit.pointed out that the program additions afeeoted in the budget and that
the shift will continue towards increasing the jpmwtof earned revenue and donations.

M/S/C that the budget for the coming year be acceptl as presented.

5. Appointment of Auditors

M/S/C that the firm of Friesen Pankratz, and Assodites be appointed as auditors for the coming year.

As a closing, Ken Kehler leads in the remembrameceaamoment of silence of those served by MCC S@&died during the
past year. The chair also expresses appreciatistaff for their contribution.

Refreshment Break

6. Presentation of Drama

A beautiful 28" anniversary quilt showing the various key elemerftsur organization history was displayed. Iro&esn
moment, a further memento was passed from indilsdggoresenting the families of our beginningsetadership representatives
to the MCC BC leader and then to the current Baaudi then to the current staff. It is then revedhed one gift is the
accreditation plaque received by our organizatiodh e other is a “broken” engraved memento oBiegovernment
acknowledgment of this accreditation recognition.

7. Living in New Ways by Steve Thiessenxé&cutive Director

Steve gives a brief history describing how our oigation began as a response to Mennonite churotiéa in need. The next
stage was a request to MCC BC to take over theimgrof the organization. After a period of signéint growth this
organization was separated from MCC BC as the ntisgparate organization but with the retentiothefMCC name and logo.
We have all been proud of the connection to MCCaB@ the broader MCC traditions that we have maiethi While we have
challenged the reasons for dropping the name ayal lwe have now accepted that we must proceedawitiw identity and in
new ways of working closely with MCC, the churchasd the families of those we serve. We have iddeached a new
threshold. He closes with the recognition thasthwe serve have a gift of need to which we arigeidvto respond.

Siegfried Bartel addresses the meeting with a ehg# to find ways to relate closer to the churehrebsto have representation
from these churches.

After a closing prayer, the meeting adjourns ad%in.

Minutes recorded by: Henry Wiens, Secretary.
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